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The 3Fs of the Compass for European Creativity



Cultural and creative sectors
urge the European Commission
to protect artistic freedom,
ensure fair pay, and maintain
funding through Creative
Europe as a standalone
program, calling for 2% of the
next Multi-Financial Framework
budget.

Funding, Fair working conditions and Freedom. These are the
key points that summarise the demands of the Culture and
Creative Sectors who responded to the European Commission's
invitation to a public consultation for the Union's Cultural
Compass.

By the 30th of May, when the call for evidence ended, a total of
297 contributions were gathered, highlighting the most pressing
issues for the cultural ecosystem on the continent right now.
These include AI and the need to protect creative production,
freedom of expression, and fair working conditions.

Approximately 33% of the feedback came from NGOs, 17% from
business associations and 12% from EU citizens. Overall, CCS
organisations strongly advocate maintaining Creative Europe as
a standalone programme and protecting working conditions, fair
remuneration and artistic freedom — the three Fs.

In light of the ongoing proceedings for the MFF 2028-2034, the
main common call of CCS representatives was keeping Creative
Europe a strong standalone programme, “absolutely avoiding
any merging or diluting” as expressed by the European Cultural
Foundation. 

CCS emphasized on allocating 2% of the next MFF to Creative
Europe, given culture's contribution to other sectors and the
overall economy.

https://creativesunite.eu/article/europe-needs-solid-and-sustainable-funding-for-culture
https://culturalfoundation.eu/stories/culture-compass-ecf-contribution/
https://culturalfoundation.eu/stories/culture-compass-ecf-contribution/


Since “each 1 euro invested in EU cultural action can yield up to
11 euros in the EU GDP”,  the current almost 0,2% of Creative
Europe in the MFF is “disproportionately low” (Culture Action
Europe).

Strengthen Monitoring of CCS Working Conditions

CCS provided evidence that the already precarious CCS
conditions got worsened by unbalanced bargaining power of
major players and AI implications.

The Commission was called to defend the “European cultural
sovereignty” (CEPI) by acting on the “EU Legal Sovereignty”
(GESAC). The lack of enforcement mechanisms of EU legislation
was underscored by CCS as such, that “no author dares to go to
court for financial reasons or fear of blacklisting”, as stated by
the European Writers Council.

CCS professionals called the Commission to ensure “that AI
models play fair, respect creators rights and engage in licensing
discussions” (IMPALA), in order to save “21% of creators'
revenues at risk by 2028”as evidenced by SAA.

Protect Artistic Freedom 

CCS organisations called for the European Cultural Compass to
be linked with the European Democracy Shield, since they share
“the goals of protecting the European information space and
democracy” (EMMA ENPA).

CCS called the Commission to secure freedom of expression and
media pluralism, which are threatened especially during current
times of “extreme ideologies on the rise”(EIBF). 

The Creatives Unite continues the dialogue through its special
feature on the Culture Compass. We are hosting interviews of
stakeholders across the CCS, analysing their perspective and
the rationale of their contributions to this critical moment. Stay
tuned.

You can find out more here
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14609-A-Culture-Compass-for-Europe/F3550172_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14609-A-Culture-Compass-for-Europe/F3550172_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14609-A-Culture-Compass-for-Europe/F3551369_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14609-A-Culture-Compass-for-Europe/F3550661_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14609-A-Culture-Compass-for-Europe/F3550646_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14609-A-Culture-Compass-for-Europe/F3562268_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14609-A-Culture-Compass-for-Europe/F3551452_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14609-A-Culture-Compass-for-Europe/F3550520_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14609-A-Culture-Compass-for-Europe/F3559497_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14609-A-Culture-Compass-for-Europe_en
http://297 contributions were gathered in the Commission’s Call for Evidence on the European Cultural Compass. Approximately 33% of feedback came from NGOs, 17% from Business Associations and 12% from EU citizens. Contributions by companies, public authorities, academic institutions, trade unions and non-EU citizens represented less than 10% each. There was also a 13,5% coming from “other” participants. 2% of next MFF for Creative Europe In light of the ongoing negotiations for the MFF 2028-2034, the main call expressed by CCS representatives was about “absolutely avoiding any merging or diluting” of the Creative Europe programme, as highlighted by the European Cultural Foundation. ECF continued that, “the Creative Europe programme makes up only 0.198% of the overall current Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF)”. Since “each 1 euro invested in EU cultural action can yield up to 11 euros in the EU GDP”, this almost 0,2% is “disproportionately low” and therefore, Culture Action Europe calls for allocating “at least 2% of the MFF 2028-2034 to culture via a strong standalone Creative Europe programme”. Strengthen Cultural Professionals’ Working Conditions and Remuneration Rights CCS representatives highlighted that the working and payment conditions for cultural workers were already precarious and got worsened by AI implications. “An EU legal status for artists and creative professionals would be a way to recognise atypical work and give access to revenues, funding and benefits… and help reduce social and economic disadvantages” as argued by SAA. Against the new challenges to the CCS imposed by AI, EMMA ENPA underscored that “the Culture Compass must clearly support copyright and related rights, a fundamental right under the EU Charter and an indispensable protection of and incentive for human creativity and innovation”.. The industry of copyright and related rights “employs over 12.9 million people in Europe, many within SMEs, and contributes more than €934 billion in added value annually, representing 6.9% of the EU’s total GDP”, according to data provided by GESAC. As explained by SAA “The widespread use of Gen AI tools throughout the production process of audiovisual works could put 21% of creators' revenues at risk by 2028. Gen AI providers' revenues in the audiovisual sector could almost double every year, reaching around 5.3bn in 2028. The AI Act and its Code of Practice are far from solving the problem of all the copyrighted works already being unlawfully scrapped and used for training, and although many CMOs have reached out, AI model developers have shown no interest in entering into licensing negotiations”. Connect European Cultural Compass with the European Democracy Shield CCS organisations called for the European Cultural Compass to be linked with the European Democracy Shield, “preventing further shrinking of civic spaces and threats to fundamental rights, including the freedom of expression”, as said by the ECF. “With extreme ideologies on the rise across much of Europe and the world, we see a corresponding increase in the censorship of books and violence against booksellers… reading books is not only enjoyable – it also promotes the exchange of knowledge, it leads to new ideas, and it encourages critical thinking. That’s why freedom of expression is essential”, EIBF argued. CAE suggested including artistic freedom in the yearly monitoring report of the rule of law, providing data that “artistic freedom is under threat”, since “34% of respondents in our Creative Pulse survey reported limitations on their autonomy”. Mainstreaming Culture Horizontally to other Policies “Through culture, we build the emotional and symbolic infrastructure of Europe”, as suggested by the European Festivals Association. EFA continued “the Compass should emphasise that culture must be supported for its own sake. While it undeniably contributes to social inclusion, sustainability, and economic development (among many other fields) its ability to do so depends on a healthy and resilient cultural ecosystem. Culture should not be treated merely as a means to other ends”. Culture should be recognised as “an instrumental, but not instrumentalized vector” across other policy areas, according to CAE. “By embedding design thinking into policy development, we can ensure that policies are more responsive, transparent, and effective”, as argued by BEDA. Omissions to be Addressed in the EU Cultural Compass Protection of cultural workers may be feasible only after an EU-wide clear definition of the sectors included in the CCS, as recommended by CAE. In this respect, FIAD - the International Federation of Film Distributors and Publishers Associations - “strongly urges the European Commission to revise its current approach and fully integrate the film-audiovisual sector into the forthcoming Culture Compass. Despite the sector’s vital cultural, social and economic contributions, the film-audiovisual sector is absent from the initial framing of this initiative. This omission must be addressed”. The European Cultural Tourism Network (ECTN) called the Commission to explicitly include in the upcoming Compass 
https://pixabay.com/service/license-summary/
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