Protecting Ukraine's Heritage: UNESCO Adds Two More Sites

to List of Endangered Heritage Sites
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In a bid to protect
Ukraine&#39;s cultural
heritage, UNESCO has added

two major historical sites in the
country to its list of endangered

heritage sites

On July 2023 the Russian army bombed a historic building
located in the buffer zone of the World Heritage Site of "L'viv".
This attack, the first to take place in an area protected by the
World Heritage Convention (WHC), since the outbreak of the war
on 24 February 2022, was condemned by UNESCO as a
violation of the WHC as well as of the 1954 Hague Convention
for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed
Conflict.

Now UNESCO takes a step further to protect Ukrainian
monuments: It has_placed two major historical sites in Ukraine
on its list of such sites that it considers to be in danger. The
iconic Saint Sophia Cathedral in the capital, Kyiv, and the
medieval center of the western city of Lviv, are central to
Ukraine’s culture and history.

Although the decision to put the two monuments on the body’s
list of sites “in danger” has no enforcement mechanism, it could
help deter Russian attacks. Neither site has been directly
targeted since Russia launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine
in February 2022, and Lviv has largely been spared from the
fighting. But Russia has unleashed waves of strikes on Kyiv and
other cities, hitting residential areas and critical infrastructure
with Iranian-made attack drones.

The decision was made at the 45th session of the World
Heritage Committee, which is being held in Saudi Arabia. The
committee maintains UNESCO's World Heritage List and
oversees the conservation of the sites.

A Ukrainian government official welcomed the move. “We are
very happy to have a very rich history and culture of our
country, and we would like to say that it has been over
thousands of years, and we try to preserve it for our future
generations,” Deputy Culture Minister Anastasia Bondar said.
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“So it’s very much important that the whole world community
will join us also.”

The gold-domed St. Sophia Cathedral, located in the heart of
Kviv, was built in the 11th century and designed to rival the

Hagia Sophia in Istanbul. The monument to Byzantine art
contains the biggest collection of mosaics and frescoes from
that period and is surrounded by monastic buildings dating back
to the 17th century.

The Kvyiv-Pechersk Lavra, also known as the Monastery of the
Caves, is a sprawling complex of monasteries and churches —
some underground — that were built from the 11th to the 19th
century. Some of the churches are connected by a labyrinthine
complex of caves spanning more than 600 meters (2,000 feet).

The two sites on the Dnipro River, a 15-minute drive from one
another, are “a masterpiece of human creative genius,”
according to UNESCO. The other site is the historic center of
Lviv, near the Polish border. A fifth-century castle overlooks
streets and squares built between the 13th and 17th centuries.
The site includes a synagogue as well as Orthodox, Armenian,
and Catholic religious buildings, reflecting the city’s diversity.
“Inits urban fabric and its architecture, Lviv is an outstanding
example of the fusion of the architectural and artistic traditions
of Eastern Europe with those of Italy and Germany,” UNESCO
said in a statement. “The political and commercial role of Lviv
attracted to it several ethnic groups with different cultural and
religious traditions.”

Proactive Protection

Lviv is more than 500 kilometers (300 miles) from Kyiv and
even further from any front lines, but it hasn’t been spared.
Russian cruise missiles slammed into an apartment building in
the city in July, killing at least six people and wounding dozens.
UNESCO added Ukraine's Black Sea port city of Odesa to its list
of endangered heritage sites in January. Russian forces have
launched multiple attacks on the city, a cultural hub known for
its 19th-century architecture. Russia says that it only strikes
military targets. However, UNESCO is alarmed and has
intensified its efforts to protect cultural heritage sites. Last
month it organized an intensive training course for more than
20 cultural heritage professionals from eight regions of Ukraine,
including the cities of Odesa, Kyiv, and L'viv, threatened by
increasingly frequent attacks. The training aimed to strengthen
the knowledge and expertise of Ukrainian heritage professionals
in disaster risk reduction, and emergency preparedness, as well
as advanced documentation on the state of conservation of

\'“'} CREATIVESUNITE the European Urion


https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1757-899X/960/2/022105/pdf
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1757-899X/960/2/022105/pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyiv_Pechersk_Lavra
https://whc.unesco.org/en/news/2598/

cultural heritage sites. As of 13 September 2023, UNESCO has
verified damage to 289 sites since 24 February 2022 - 120
religious sites, 27 museums, 109 buildings of historical and/or
artistic interest, 19 monuments, 13 libraries, and 1 Archive.

Under the 1972 UNESCO convention, ratified by both Ukraine
and Russia, signatories undertake to “assist in the protection of
the listed sites” and are “obliged to refrain from taking any
deliberate measures” that might damage World Heritage sites.
Inclusion on the List of World Heritage in Danger is meant to
rally urgent international support for conservation efforts. The
list includes more than 50 sites around the world.
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