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People with lower income and education participate less in
cultural activities
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Recent Eurostat data show a
decline in participation in
cultural activities and highlight
factors of exclusion. Greater
challenges for disabled people.

Participation in cultural activities in European Union countries
decreased in 2022 compared to 2015, according to Culture
Statistics recently published by Eurostat.

he qualitative evidence from the survey shows that
participation in cultural activities is significantly influenced by
people’s income and, to some extent, by whether they live in
large urban centres, small towns or rural areas. People with
higher levels of education are more likely to participate in
cultural activities. People with disabilities face more
challenges.

The article, part of the online publication Cultur Statistics,
presents key findings on people’s participation in cultural
activities, which include: going to the cinema, attending live
performances (plays, concerts, operas, ballet and dance
performances, etc.) and visiting cultural sites (historical
monuments, museums, art galleries or archaeological sites).

Cultural participation

In 2022, in most EU countries, over half of residents aged 16 or
older participated in cultural activities in the previous year.
Compared with 2015, reported cultural participation declined
across all EU countries except Spain, where cultural
participation remained stable at 58.5%. The most noticeable
decreases were observed in France, Slovakia, Latvia, and
Sweden. In 2022, the highest levels of cultural participation
were primarily recorded in western and Nordic member states
and the lowest in Romania and Bulgaria.
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Culture_statistics_-_cultural_participation&oldid=648687#Cultural_participation_.E2.80.93_general_findings
https://www.ietm.org/en/news/cultural-participation-in-europe

People paricipating in cultural activities at least once in the previous 12 months, by type of activity 2015 and 2022
{% of population aged 16 and over)

Cultural sites
ldl!::'::l d'-' Clnarsa Live performances (historical monuments.
':' 1 sites) (theatre. concerts, ballet) museums, art galleries or
archaeological sites)
2015 2022 2015 05 2022 2015 2022
Belgium 68.1 590 26 ] 80 ! 388
Bulgaria 286 197 130 4 107 4 12
Czechia 70.2 580 4 395 4 332 420
Denmark B85.4 3 524 457 541
Germany (') 735 46 ! 4
Estonia 69.8 60.7 1 414 98 44 95
Ireland [7) 69.3 609 4 421 154 3o 363
Greece 46.9 366 264 281 179
Spain 58.5 585 A 368 7 26 392
France 779 4 ( 405 4 22 324
Croatia 36.6 124 44 207 223 1 189
Italy 46.9 3638 375 75 25.3 19.1 2 18.0
Cyprus 526 »BI 30.5 185 432 269 205 147
Latvia 63.3 401 1.8 "4 4 231 44 n3
Lithuania 62.0 476 4 283 351 27
Luxembourg 793 mr 452 485 633
Hungary 50.0 394 257 218 1 220
Mala 505 s ) 243 224 176
Netherlands 838 690 [ a“4s w7 4 4318
Austria 736 553 7 324 08 1 20
Poland () 63.7 509 1 3B1 187 r 6
Portugal 628 512 264 4 08 362
Romania 274 n2 1 us 4 104 136
Slovenia 701 566 } 20 27 4 414
Slovakia 59.4 359 36 223 40.3 44 7 29
Finland 838 657 552 3BT 66.7 334 614 455
Sweden 852 628 1.1 354 04 418
Norway 85.9 703 458 18 4 367
Switzerland 86.5 T4.0 ¥ 430 466 [ 537
Montenegro Nne 244 175 1 131 83
Serbia 298 no nt 205 128
Tirkiye 194 13 62 79

(") 2022 data not available due to high item non-response rate
%) 2015: low reliability.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ilc_scp03)

Participation by income eurostatm

The findings on the income of those participating in cultural
activities seem to be related to the gap in participation in
cultural activities between the Nordic and Western countries
and the Balkan countries.

People participating in any type of cultural activity in the last 12 months by income quintile, 2022
{% of population in the lowest and highest income quintile)
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Souwce Euostal (onine data code: iic_scp04) eurostatim
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Urbanisation and education

Breaking down the population by the degree of urbanisation of
area of residence showed a slightly higher percentage of
cultural participation in 2022 among people living in cities,
compared with residents of towns and suburbs and rural areas.

People pertlclpailng in el‘ly type of cultural acthrity in the last 12 months by degree of urbanisation, 2022
of populat VING In a Sp ed degree of urban:

Note: data not available for Germany due to high item nonsesponse rate.
eurostatil

Among the populotlon with a lower secondary education or less,
there were only two countries in which more than half of
individuals participated in cultural activities in 2022: Denmark
(63.2%) and Luxembourg (54.3%). In Romania and Bulgaria,
countries that were at the other end of the range, this rate was
below 10%. In 19 out of 26 countries, cultural participation
among individuals with a tertiary education was twice as high

as among those with the lowest level of education.
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People participating in any type of cultural activity in the last 12 months by level of educational attainment, 2022
(% of populafion at the specified level of education)
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Note: data not available for Germany due to high item non-response rate.

X eurostatim
Sowrce Euwostal (onkne data code ilc_scp03)

Cultural participation of people with disabilities

Cultural participation is more difficult for people with
disabilities. The results showed a lower rate of cultural
participation among people with disabilities compared with the
overall population aged 16 and over across all EU countries. In
general, in countries with higher overall cultural participation
rates, the participation rate among people with disabilities was
also higher.

Prople with actrvity kmtations participating in cultural actvites m the last 12 months, by type of activity and sex. 2022
(% of persans wish dsabities aged 18 and over)

Cutural sites
Cultural activities Live performances
Cinema (hestnnical MonUMents, MIEseUms. art galenes
(cimema, e performances, cultural sites) (theatre. cancerts, ballet) o archasclogical sites)

Total Males Femaies Total Males Females Total Males Females. Total Males Females.
Beigium %4 W4 WE 72 4 HE] 1Y) a7 1}
Bulgaria 61 48 71 18 34 28 58 25 45
Caschia e %5 18 153 202 152 03 2 23
Denmark 'H [TE] ) 406 450 ) n7 454 a3
Germany (')
Estonia n2 16 0o 206 22 211 am 242 %1
Irslana a0 ar a0 12 55 12 240 218 %1
Graece 180 174 150 83 (% 124 14 0.2 84
Spain 438 44 a3 238 34 232 Fal 34 203
France ELTY nr »e e %2 ns us 186 08
Croatis 13 1.4 1"s 7 40 58 74 74 4
Ttaly 183 211 179 .1 "7 108 105 15§ 05
Cyprus 17 141 152 55 51 a0 e [ 55
Latvia 253 28 70 82 84 a2 158 180 198
Lithisania %2 %2 %5 102 04 13 192 127 57
Luzembeurg &9 0.1 88 71 %4 05 40 582 548
Hungary " 17.4 13 74 11 93 108 102 08
Maita 183 18.0 18 11} 85 e 77 95 a8
Nathertands 540 55 545 206 w1 s @7 M0 ne
Austria e 1.3 %2 18.0 1.0 02 248 194 28
Poland 06 9 i 180 183 07 123 00 0
Portugsi ny ns "o 120 122 178 190 22 n7
Romania 2] 70 12 a7 20 28 28 49 58
Sloversa 381 10 72 07 81 196 s E X e
Slovakia 14 185 w2 a0 92 T4 102 121 %3
Finland 554 533 %6 2585 72 244 20 .3 34
Sweden 88 487 85 2 250 us 200 71 .2 28
Norvay L) 503 ns 05 ul FA] ET) 245 ne
Switzartand 883 6.2 83 37 84 08 ne 473 58
Maontensgro a3 EE) (1] 12 14 (] 8 28 23
Serbia 89 89 [T} 49 58 50 82 45 40
Turkiys % 03 18 51 49 23 20 1% 32
(') Data not svalatie doe i high dem non-responss rate
‘Scurce: Eurcatal {onine dala code: e_wepd7) eurostatil
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