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European Sites Newly Added to UNESCO World Heritage List
in 2023



Several European sites have
been added to the UNESCO
World Heritage List in 2023.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has revealed
27 new World Heritage Site designations. At its 
current session in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, the
World Heritage Committee is considering which
sites to inscribe on its World Heritage List.
Committee members are choosing from a list of
global nominations submitted in 2022 and
2023.

One of the newly added sites is the ancient tea
forests in China, which have been producing tea
for over a millennium. These forests have been
carefully managed by local communities and
are home to numerous rare species of plants
and animals. Other new sites include the sacred
temples in Cambodia, which are located in the
Angkor Archaeological Park and are considered
to be one of the most important archaeological
sites in Southeast Asia. The temples are
renowned for their intricate carvings and
architectural features. 

UNESCO has also expanded some of the existing
heritage sites to include new areas. For
example, the Andrefana Dry Forests in
Madagascar have been expanded to include a
larger region of dry deciduous forest, while new
parts of the ancient Hyrcanian Forests in
Azerbaijan have also been added to the list. The
sites, which range from ancient cities to
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significant cultural landmarks, are:

Gordion – Türkiye: Located
approximately 70km southwest of
Ankara, Gordion is an archaeological
site that was once the capital city of
Phrygia, a civilization contemporary to
the Ancient Greeks.
Jewish-Medieval Heritage of Erfurt –
Germany: This site features a collection
of preserved Middle Age Jewish cultural
sites in the city of Erfurt, including the
Old Synagogue, the Mikveh, and the
Stone House.
Modernist Kaunas: Architecture of
Optimism, 1919-1939 – Lithuania: The
city of Kaunas, the capital of Latvia
between the First and Second World
Wars, is a showcase of the Modern
Movement's architectural philosophy.
The old town of Kuldīga – Latvia: This
walkable town is rich with cultural
heritage, having evolved from a tiny
medieval hamlet in the 16th century
into a significant craft and trades city
over the next 200 years.
Prehistoric Sites of Talayotic Menorca –
Spain: These sites offer insights into the
communities that lived on Menorca as
far back as 1,600 BCE, including their
structures, tools, and burial places.
Viking-Age Ring Fortresses – Denmark:
Spread across five different sites, these
monumental rings mark where Viking
fortresses once stood during the Jelling
Dynasty between 970 and 980 CE.
Žatec and the Landscape of Saaz Hops
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– Czechia: The fertile hop fields near the
river Ohře have given rise to a thriving
beer industry, transforming the
medieval city of Žatec.

How is a monument added to the WHL?

The Old Synagogue, north façade © Pro Denkmal, CC-BY-SA
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Several historic European towns have been recognized as World
Heritage Sites, including the medieval city of Provins in France,
the picturesque town of Røros in Norway, and the historic center
of Vienna in Austria.

The World Heritage List is a list of cultural and natural sites that
are considered to be of "outstanding universal value" by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO). The site must be of "outstanding universal value".
This means that it must be of such exceptional cultural or
natural importance that it transcends national boundaries and is
of significance to the entire world. The site must meet at least
one of ten selection criteria. These criteria are designed to
ensure that the site is of the highest quality and importance and
that it represents a significant contribution to the world's
cultural or natural heritage. The site must have adequate
protection and management measures in place to ensure that it
will be preserved for future generations. This includes having a
management plan in place, as well as sufficient resources to
ensure that the site is properly maintained and protected.

The benefits of being added to the World Heritage List are
numerous. These include:

Increased visibility and recognition: Being added to the
World Heritage List brings a site international
recognition and visibility, which can help to attract
tourists and visitors.
Enhanced protection: Sites on the World Heritage List
are afforded enhanced protection under international
law. This includes protection from development and
destruction, as well as from the effects of natural
disasters and climate change.
Increased funding: Sites on the World Heritage List are
often eligible for funding from UNESCO and other
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organizations, which can help to support conservation
and management efforts.
Increased tourism: Being added to the World Heritage
List can lead to an increase in tourism, which can bring
economic benefits to the local community
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