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When Melusina Reappears: An IP
Tale of Serge Ecker on Art, Myth and
Misuse
When his modern sculpture of Melusina, Luxembourg’s
mythical woman, was copied without permission, digital
artist Serge Ecker found himself confronting the new
realities of authorship in an AI-driven world. His
experience shows how legends survive through
storytelling, but artworks survive through IP. This is a
story about vigilance, community, and the quiet power of
resolving infringement the right way.



Challenge
Artworks can be copied, scraped or reinterpreted by
third parties, including through AI tools, often
without attribution or permission. Individual artists
usually lack the institutional support needed to
monitor such misuse, and following legal action
directly against an infringer can be costly, time-
consuming and overwhelming for a single creator.

Solution
Setting clearer licensing boundaries, paying close
attention to authorship, and relying on creative
communities, associations (and IP professionals)
can help monitor and address unauthorised use.
Keeping well-documented workflows is also
essential for proving authorship. When confronting
infringements, seeking an amicable solution first,
rather than immediately initiating court proceedings,
is often a more effective and realistic path for many
artists.

Impact
When artists understand their IP rights and act
quickly, issues can often be resolved amicably
without escalating to court. It also reinforced how
essential IP literacy has become in protecting
creative work in an increasingly digital landscape.

Milestones & Learnings
Shift from commercial 3D work to recognised
artistic career by combining digital modelling, 3D
processes and physical craft.
Creation of Melusina using hybrid-digital craft
methods. 
Discovery and successful resolution of an
unauthorised commercial use of his artwork.
Increased awareness and strengthening of IP
management practices following the incident.
Learnings: Establishing clear licensing rules,
documenting one’s creative process and relying on
artist communities or IP experts strengthens
authorship claims, and in most cases, addressing
infringements through amicable resolution before
court action is a practical and effective way for
individual artists to defend their rights.

Key Takeaways
• Intellectual Property (IP)
literacy empowers artists to
detect misuse, assert authorship
and respond effectively when
works are copied or
reappropriated.
• Clear documentation and
licensing options help creators
protect their work in fast-moving
digital and AI-driven
environments.
• Creative communities,
associations and IP professionals
may play a crucial role in spotting
potential infringements or
supporting artists.
• In case of potential
infringement, seeking an
amicable settlement before
starting legal action is often a
more realistic, time and cost
efficient, and effective strategy.

Learn more about Serge Ecker on the official
website.

http://sergeecker.com/
http://sergeecker.com/

